Teacher Notes


	Title
	Truth or Spin?


	Context
	This lesson can be used as part of a study of the nineteenth century. It could also be used as a way of testing History skills


	Previous Knowledge Required
	None required. Although it may be advisable for pupils to have had some guidance in History skills.
Teacher may need to explain or model ‘spin’.


	Learning Objectives
	How can we tell if the claims on this advert are true?


	Resources Needed
	Teachers may like to prepare a research guide to help pupils progress in their task, depending on pupils’ abilities. Things such as how to use the census, looking for 19th century street maps, efficient internet research would be useful.
The 1861 census can be searched ( limited) free at www.genesreunited.co.uk/records or you could ask the Record Office for photocopies of various pages including those with claimants on to form a mini census.
Access to at least two or three computers would be advisable.
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	Method
	Students given Turkish Baths advert.
They are then given a research task based on the advert.

They are asked a question, however rather than just writing down the answer, they must show how they worked out the answer- rather like in Maths questions.

· What was a Turkish Bath?

· What kind of area was Albion Street, Hanley?

· Was it expensive to visit a Turkish Bath in 1861?

· Did these people exist? ( They are actually on 1861 census!)
· What do these testimonials tell us about the people who made them?

· Do the claims sound reasonable?
· In your opinion is this advert truth or spin?




