Teacher Notes

	Title
	Poverty during the Industrial Revolution.

	Context
	Could form part of a unit on the Industrial Revolution.

	Previous Knowledge Required
	None. It would be probably best to use this lesson as a focal point for a more extensive study of the poor in the 18th and 19th centuries.

	Learning Objectives
	What we can we learn about the poor from the Sutherland letters?

	Resources Needed
	D593-L-1-8-Pt1 – several letters
D593-P-18-2 
D593-P-18-2 Samuel Woolley

D593-R-2-42-3 – several letters
Suggestions only: there is a plethora of documents regarding the condition of the poor and labouring classes on the site.

	Method
	· Students give transcripts of the letters above.
· In their exercise books they write the name of the person with the financial difficulty in the margin.

· Next to each name they right down the problem the person has got, what has brought about this problem and what circumstances are they living in at the moment? (They may need quite a bit of space for the Samuel Woolley letter!)
· Class vote for which petitioners they believe should be given money, who is the most deserving? Why?

· This could be done as a role-play with pupils acting out the letter for the rest of the class, the most convincing gets the money!

Summative assessment: 

What do the Sutherland letters tell us about the poor during the Industrial Revolution? 




