Teacher Notes


	Title
	Mini Archives


	Context
	This is a generic lesson that can be used as part of a scheme of work on 19th century or a thematic approach can be applied. The mini-archive could be an extended project on local history or it could take just one or two lessons, depending on the number and range of documents used.


	Previous Knowledge Required
	Source evaluation skills.


	Learning Objectives
	To investigate an issue / topic in the local area through primary documents.


	Resources Needed
	Documents from http://www.sutherlandcollection.org.uk
Pertaining to your locality or Staffordshire in general. These documents, for an authentic feel and enhanced pupil enjoyment, can be printed off and aged. They are then placed in a box. ( White gloves also add a touch of realism!)


	Method
	The documents can be selected to reflect a theme such as transport, the poor, working conditions etc. Or they can actually be a ‘rag-bag’ of sources, from which pupils have to select appropriate to answer a big question, ‘what were working conditions like for miners in the 19th century in Staffordshire?’
Gifted and talented students could be given more historiography based questions, such as, ‘What can we learn about …………………. From the documents, what can we not learn?’ etc.
· Pupils could produce a leaflet for the local archives on their local area using the documents. 

· Pupils could, in groups, produce a presentation to the rest of the class on one aspect of local history.

· For less able pupils a cataloguing exercise could work




