Teacher Notes

	Title
	Mining in Staffordshire During the Industrial Revolution.


	Context
	Could be part of an investigation into working conditions during the 19th century.
Or one on local history.

	Previous Knowledge Required
	None necessary although, it probably would be best to have studied the advent and progression of the mining industry.


	Learning Objectives
	Selecting information from primary material to create a picture of the lives of miners.


	Resources Needed
	You will need a selection of documents on mining, of which there are many in the collection. Suggested documents:
D593-M-2-2-2 
D593-M-2-1-8 
D593-M-2-1-7  - a whole range of documents are under this reference.
D593-M-2-2-5 


	Method
	Pupils are given the documents (or transcripts) one at a time. 
· From the document they must extract information that gives them some detail of what mining life was like. More able pupils should also be able to detect inference in these documents. ( E.G. in one of the documents the miners have put a cross by their names which would suggest that they were illiterate. Etc.)

· The information extracted is written in exercise books or a more interesting way would be to have a piece of A3 paper with a picture of a miner in the middle and pupils have to write around the picture as much information as they can find.

· Timings are crucial. No more than five minutes should be spent on the document before they move onto the next.

· Class feed back on the picture they have created of a miner’s life.

Higher level questioning

Pupils can be asked History skills questions:
· How full a picture does this give on British mining during the industrial revolution? 
· How could they find out more?

· Are there any problems with the documents?




