Teacher Notes

	Title
	Grow Your own Wheat!


	Context
	This lesson could form part of a lesson on the twentieth century, but perhaps it could be more appropriately used as a retrospective of the nineteenth century.
There is a numeracy element to this lesson.


	Previous Knowledge Required
	None necessary.
It may be advantageous for pupils to know what is meant by Free Trade.


	Learning Objectives
	To comprehend and analyse primary evidence.


	Resources Needed
	Document – Grow your own wheat
D593-P-26-9-5 


	Method
	Pupils given the cutting from the Sussex Daily News.
The following questions are posed:

· By how much did the population rise in Britain between 1846 and 1903? 
· What is the percentage rise of population?

· What was the number of people that could be fed by British wheat in 1846?

· How would the other quarter be supplied?

· What reason does Rinroul give for land in Britain going out of cultivation?

· What was the Disraeli government’s spending priority?

· What does the Rintoul offer as an alternative solution to building ships to protect merchant shipping?

· Outline the Charles Rintoul’s plan to prevent food shortages.

· How would this plan also help the defence of Britain?

· Charles Rintoul was a Sussex farmer. How does this knowledge affect your analysis of the letter?
· Can you find any evidence in the Sutherland Collection that either backs up or negates Rintoul’s theory?

· Research 
Did Rintoul’s prediction of food shortages happen when Britain was at war in 1914-1918?




