Teacher Notes

	Title
	Christmas at Trentham Hall


	Context
	This lesson could be part of a scheme on the 17th century, or a thematic one on people’s lives or local history.

	Previous Knowledge Required
	Not required.

	Learning Objectives
	Source transcription and the problems this can cause.
Source evaluation.
Inference.



	Resources Needed
	Document Ref: D593-R-1-6-4  or click:
Christmas at Trentham Hall

	Method
	· Pupils given the two page document, although it would probably be better to cut it into several pieces and distribute it amongst groups.
· People will probably need instruction on deciphering 17th century handwriting. This can be taken from the site page on palaeography
· First task is it to try to decipher what the document says.

· Class agrees on transcription. ( If teacher is not sure the Staffordshire Record Office can be contacted at http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/leisure/archives/)

· Second task is pupils have to now say what they can learn about what Christmas was like in 1681 in Trentham Hall. The emphasis being on inference here.

· How does this compare to today?



