Teacher Notes

	Title
	Charity in Trentham


	Context
	This could form part of a scheme on the eighteenth century or one on the lives of ordinary people.
Of course this could form part of a local study.

	Previous Knowledge Required
	May be useful for the teacher to explain that in this period there was no welfare state, no benefits or pensions and that the poor had to rely on charity.

	Learning Objectives
	Comprehending and analysing primary evidence.
How were the poor helped in Trentham?



	Resources Needed
	Document Trentham Loaves and Schooling - front cover and internal pages
D593-L-1-44


	Method
	Pupils given a copy of the document ‘Further Report of the Commissioners for Inquiring Concerning Charities’
The following questions are posed:
· How many poor people were there in Trentham? 

· ( Trick question!)

· How many of the poor in Trentham were helped a year? (You will need to read the whole of the source!)

· Who decided who should get the 25 loaves in Trentham?

· How was schooling for the poor in Trentham set up?

· What qualities must Issac Watts have had to have been given the post of school master?

· What were the children taught by Issac Watts?
· How much would a parishioner who was a ‘proper object of charity’ have to pay a year if he had three children at the school?

· How could Issac Watts add to his income?

· How were ‘Lady Katherine’s Widows’ chosen?
· Can you think of a downside to being one of the earliest ‘Widows’?

· How could poor boys be helped by Lady Katherine’s charity?

·  What date is this document from ( Front cover – be careful!)




